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URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  WINDERMERE. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Urban  District  Council  of  Windermere. 

Sir  and  Gentlemen, 

» 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
on  the  Health  of  the  Urban  District  during  the  year  1944. 
The  Report  follows  the  lines  of  those  presented  during  the 
past  few  years. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  help  I  have  received  from  the 
School  Medical  Officers  of  the  County  in  carrying  out 
immunisation  against  Diphtheria  and  tend  to  them  my 
thanks. 

Should  you  desire  any  further  particulars  I  shall  be  glad 
to  supply  the  same  on  your  request. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Sir  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  COCKILL, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


7th  July,  1945. 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Year 

ending  31st  December,  1944. 

Area  (acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  9,732 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  resident  population 

mid  1944  ...  ...  a  ...  7,326 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 


Live  Births. 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  ...  ...  ...  ...  13.9 

Legitimate  —  Total  99  (55  M.,  44  F.) 
Illegitimate — Total  3  (1  M.,  2  F.) 

Birth  Rate,  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  17.6 

Still  Births. 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  ...  19.2 

Total  2  (1  M.,  1  F.) 

Deaths. 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 


population  ...  ...  ...  ...  11.4 

Total  84  (36  M.,  48  F.) 

Death  Rate,  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  11.6 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes: —  Deaths. 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Other  Puerperal  Causes  ...  ...  Nil 

Total  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


Maternal  Mortality  Rate,  England  and  Wales,  1.93. 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age: — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  total  live  births  ...  ...  40 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  40 
Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil 
Infantile  Death  Rate,  England  and  Wales  ...  43 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  13 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  ...  Nil 
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The  largest  number  of  deaths  from  any  one  cause  were: — 
Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Intra-Cranial  Vascular  Lesions  ...  ...  6 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water. 

No  new  extensions  have  been  made. 

Three  analyses  have  been  carried  out  and  were  found  to 
be  satisfactory. 

98  per  cent,  of  the  houses  are  supplied  from  public 
source. 

Buildings,  Sewerage  and  Public  Cleansing. 

There  were  two  large  houses  converted  into  two  habita¬ 
tions  each  and  no  overcrowding  has  occurred. 

There  were  no  extensions  to  drainage  or  sewerage,  nor 
alterations  to  methods  of  Public  Cleansing. 

Schools. 

Sanitary  condition  not  up  to  present-day  standard,  but 
passable  in  the  present  circumstances. 

Infestation  by  Bugs. 

One  case  occurred  and  was  dealt  with;  it  was  due  to 
infected  luggage  brought  into  the  house. 

Hostels. 

There  are  two  hostels  (Tarnrigg  and  The  Knoll)  and  one 
sick  bay  (Waterbeck)  for  evacuated  children  and  mothers 
from  the  South  of  England  who  number  approximately 
142. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk. 

One  producer  of  T.T.  milk  and  six  of  Accredited  are  on 
the  register. 

18  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for  tests  for  cleanli-  . 
ness,  of  which  7  were  quite  saisfactory,  6  others  passed  the 
Methylene  Blue  Test  and  5  passed  neither  the  Methylene 
Blue  Test  nor  that  for  Bacillus  Coli.  Tubercle  Bacilli  were 
found  in  one  sample. 
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Meat  and  other  Foods.  ’ 

Meat  is  supplied  from  the  Central  Slaughterhouse  at 
Kendal. 

Some  tinned  meat  has  been  condemned  owing  to  damage 
in  transit,  and  also  frozen  meat  and  fish  supplied  by  the 
N.A.A.F.I.  to  the  W.A.A.F.’s. 

Of  frozen  pork  and  other  meat  supplied  to  the  Butchers, 
1361bs.  has  been  condemned. 

Tinned  food  is  mostly  condemned  due  to  damage  in  tran¬ 
sit.  The  tins  are  crushed  and  burst  open. 

Adulteration,  etc.,  and  Chemical  and  Bacteriological 
Examination  of  Food. 

The  County  Council  is  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority, 
and  this  work  is  carried  out  by  Mr.  C.  J.  H.  Stock,  County 
Analyst,  Darlington. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND 

OTHER  DISEASES. 

There  were  6  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  3  of  which  occurred 
in  a  private  boarding  school;  3  cases  of  Acute  Poliomyelitis 
which  arose  in  a  couple  of  neighbouring  houses  which  had, 
through  access  between  them  and  the  single  case  in  the  one 
house,  infected  the  other  two;  there  were  2  cases  of  Pneu¬ 
monia  and  1  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia.  The  epidemic  of  Measles 
which  was  declining  at  the  close  of  last  year  was  reduced  to 
10  cases;  4  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  were  notified. 

Artificial  Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  has  been  con¬ 
tinued,  74  children  under  five  years  and  115  of  school  age 
have  been  immunised. 

The  School  Medical  Officer  states  that  a  fairly  high 
standard  of  nutrition  has  been  maintained,  a  high  standard 
of  cleanliness  exists  and  that  Scabies  though  not  yet  stamped 
out  is  less  prevalent. 

Modern  Isolation  Hospital  accommodation  is  still 
lacking. 
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DISEASE. 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 1 

Pneumonia 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough  .  . 

TOTALS  . . 
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TUBERCULOSIS  TABLE. 
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Of  the  7  Pulmonary  cases  notified,  3  had  contracted  the 
disease  before  coming  into  the  Area.  One  Pulmonary  case 
died.  Of  the  Non-Pulmonary  cases  there  was  one  of  glands 
and  one  of  meningitis;  the  latter  died. 


